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... OVERVIEW The City of St. Petersburg is located in the middle of Floridas Gulf Coast. The city covers approxi-
mately 60 square miles and has an estimated population of 256, 000. The St. Petersburg Fire and Rescue
Department has approximately 370 firefighters and paramedics serving from 13 stations. The department
provides fire, rescue, and emergency medical services with 13 engine companies, four truck companies, and 10
EMS units. It is a career municipal department with a budget of 22 million budget. On October 24, 1996, and on
November 17, 1996, the city experienced two successive civil distur-bances. The first one was triggered by an
incident involving a Caucasian police officer who fatally shot an 18-year-old African-American man during a
traffic stop. The second disturbance occurred after the police officer was cleared in the fatal shooting. The city
estimated that over 60 separate arson fires were set during the two disturbances, causing approximately 6
million in property damage and untold economic losses for businesses that were forced to close. Most of the
response duties related to the civil disturbances were handled by law enforcement agencies. The St. Petersburg
Fire and Rescue Department ( SPFR ) played a significant role in the outcome as well, since dozens of criminal
fires were set that resulted in significant fire loss. The St. Petersburgs Fire and Police Departments had an
operational pre-incident plan for dealing with civil disturbances. The plan proved effective in helping to
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