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climb. There | looked well to the priming of my rifle, took off my boots so as to climb quickly if necessary, and,
with my rifle in rest and Sandy behind me, waited until my bear stood right, when | made a sure, or at least a
good shot back of the fore leg. In case he showed fight, | got up the tree | had in mind, before he could reach
me. But bears are slow and awkward with their eyes, and being to windward they could not scent me, and often
| gotin a second shot before they saw the smoke. Usually, however, they tried to get away when they were hurt,
and | let them go a good safe while before | ventured into the brush after them. Then Sandy was pretty sure to
find them dead; if not, he barked bold as a lion to draw attention, or rushed in and nipped them behind,
enabling me to get to a safe distance and watch a chance for a finishing shot. Oh yes, bear-hunting is a mighty
interesting business, and safe enough if followed just right, though, like every other business, especially the wild
kind, it has its accidents, and Sandy and | have had close calls at times. Bears are nobody s fools, and they
know enough to let men alone as a general thing, unless they are wounded, or...
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