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EVOLUTION AND ANIMAL LIFE AN ELEMENTARY DISCUSSION OF
FACTS, PROCESSES, LAWS AND THEORIES RELATING TO THE LIFE
AND EVOLUTION OF ANIMALS

RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 150 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . . . understand just what part each one of the various developmental factors
or causes plays, there is necessary a most thorough analytical study of development, and an attempt o
determine in measurable or quantitative degree just what specific eDects each factor produces. Obviously the
most reliable way to eDect this analysis and this determination of the specific cause and eDect relations is to
appeal to experiment. But biology has always been looked on as, and until recently has actually been, almost
wholly a science of observation. It is now becoming, in part at least, a science of experiment as chemistry and
physics have long been (these are now becoming more and more sciences of calculation, that is, exact sciences
like mathematics), and this change and advance--for it is truly an advance when a science formerly relying for
its facts on observation begins to base its foundations on the results of experiment--is due primarily to the
modern interest and work in the problem of developmental causes. The search for a rational, causomechanical
explanation of the complex and at first sight wholly baDling phenomena of development has been a great
stimulus to the bold questioning of many other vital phenomena heretofore looked on as to be explained only
by the assumption of a mystic vital force or capacity wholly beyond and foreign to the physicochemical world
of matter and force. Mechanism versus vitalism is one of the greatest present-day battles in biology, and
nowhere is the struggle...
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