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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from An Address to the Members of the Religious Society
of Friends: On the Duty of Declining the Use of the Products of Slave Labour As there are those who believe that
the rise or decline of our Society, is intimately connected with the rise or decline of this testimony, to these it
becomes a question of very great magnitude. On the other hand, we behold a number of our estimable
members, and some who stand in the very front of the society, who profess to see, in the concern, nothing
obligatory on them, and who treat its introduction into our religious meetings as an improper intrusion: it,
therefore, becomes us to inquire from whence arises this difference of feeling and of conduct? Impressions to
perform religious duties, even while individuals are moving under the same precious influence, may be various,
in order to qualify the different members to fulfil the various offices designed for them. But it appears
reasonable, to suppose, that the outward moral obligations of justice, between man and man, are equally
binding upon all, since all are required to do justly and love merry. Whence, then, proceeds this difference in the
conduct of good men, towards their suffering fellowcreatures? Time was, and the day is not very remote, when
our ministers and elders were themselves slave-holders, and tears, entreaties, and years of labour, were
insufficient to induce some of them to relinquish their slaves, and yet, those individuals were deservedly
esteemed for their general excellency of character. Here, we see an evidence of the force of custom and
tradition, inkreconciling the minds, even of pious men, to things undoubtedly wrong in themselves....
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