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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . Cann s throat came a noise; it had no grammatical
significance, but it was weighted with all the sense that is in a dog s growl or a wolf s cry. Then the youngest of
the strangers came forward: May we sit by your fire for a little time? said he. The night is cold, and in this
darkness one does not know where to go. At the sound of words Patsy seized hold of his sliding civilization. To
be sure, he stammered. Why wouldn t your honour sit down? There isn t a seat, but you re welcome to the grass
and the light of the fire. Mary, he continued, looking hastily around -- But Mary was not there. The same instant
those tall forms strode from the darkness in front Mary had slipped, swift and noiseless as the shadow of a cat,
into the darkness behind her. Mary, said her father again, these are decent people, I m thinking. Let you come
from wherever you are, for | m sure they wouldn t hurt yourself or myself. As swiftly as she had disappeared she
reappeared. | was looking if the ass was all right, said she sullenly. She sat again by the brazier, and began to
turn the potatoes with a stick. She did not appear to be taking any heed of the strangers, but it is likely that she
was able to see them without looking, because, as is well...
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