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popular on the stage during the last three centuries and has proved itself admirably suited to adaptation as
pure farce and musical spectacle. For this updated edition, Ros King has provided a completely new
Introduction to the existing text and commentary, in which she argues that the play cannot be regarded merely
as a farcical romp based on a classical model, but belongs to the critically misunderstood genre of tragi-
comedy. In stressing the seriousness which underlies the story, the Introduction picks out the play's religious
imagery for special attention, whilst also engaging fully with the play's deft lightness of touch and its continuing
popularity in the theatre. A fresh Reading List guides the reader towards further study.
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