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Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2009. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 262 x 196 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. The Oxford Companion to Architecture is a new A-Z reference book on a popular
and much-debated subject. It covers all aspects of architecture, from architects, building types, and movements
and styles to materials, aspects of design, and definitions. It is particularly strong in its coverage of architecture
around the world, and of modern and vernacular architecture. It has been written by a team of over 150
contributors, including many distinguished architects and academics, under the editorship of Dr Patrick Goode
and two consultant editors. The Companion is strongly rooted in an approach to the study and presentation of
architecture that avoids the art-historical approach and looks instead at its social, technical, and practical
aspects. It explores why buildings look as they do, and approaches architecture not as a fine art, but as a
means of solving certain social and technical problems while creating a visual effect. Because buildings are
nearly always the product of specific social, political, individual, or religious requirements, rather than of
abstract artistic expression, the Companion pays particular attention to building types, and to how the
architect s achievement can be appreciated within the context in which they were building. It covers not only
the familiar building types (cathedrals, mosques, houses), but also those which are more obscure and whose
architectural merits are sometimes overlooked (bus garages, power stations, or multi-storey car parks). It also
gives a fairly broad answer to the question what is architecture? by including the contribution of vernacular
architecture, and structures designed by engineers. As well as taking account of the social dimension, the
Companion examines the technical aspects that influence architectural expression, and offers a detailed
appraisal of materials, structures, and...
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